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Winner of the 2004 Ruth Friscoe Prize in Composition

These twelve Variations use as their theme the harmonic progression
from George Gershwin's I Got Rhythm—the so-called rhythm changes.

performance notes

These Variations may be played singly, in combination, or as a complete set.

The Changes should be played only with three or more Variations.

Accidentals are provided in two methods. In the Bird’s Stream-of-Conscious
Variation and The Meditative Variation the barlines are absent so accidentals
apply only to the note that they are attached. In this case, repeated notes
are cach given their own accidental and courtesy accidentals have been
provided where it makes sense to do so. In the other Variations, with
barlines present, traditional rules apply.



THE CHANGES
The "theme" for this set of variations is presented here in
a simple chorale style.

HANON'S DISTRACTED VIRTUOSO VARIATION
Practicing one's scales and technical exercises can be tedious.
Here’s what happens when that tedium takes over.

KRUPA'S TOCCATA VARIATION

In the orchestra the piano will be grouped with the
percussion section, supporting the claim that it is indeed a
cross between a percussion and a stringed instrument.

Is the piano really just a big drum?

THE WIND-UP VARIATION

This simple movement is reminiscent of a mechanical music box.

THE STRIDE VARIATION
The stride style, a staple of the jazz pianist, is here given an
unusual off-kilter treatment.

THE LIGHT BLUE FUGHETTA VARIATION

The first of two movements exploring a blues extension
of the original form, this variation is built from
several common blues motives.

THE LEFT HANDED VARIATION
For one hand only, this movement is composed
from standard, left handed boogie-woogie patterns.

THE ILL-TEMPERED VARIATION
Bach's music is difficult for many pianists and can be an endless
source of frustration. This variation only makes things worse.

THE DARK BLUE SONG VARIATION
This variation, the second to use the blues form,
is built around the tension inherent in "blue notes."

THE MEDITATIVE VARIATION
Derived from the minimalist style, this variation presents
rhythm changes in its barest harmonic statement.

BIRD'S STREAM-OF-CONSCIOUSNESS VARIATION
Charlie Parker's innovative bebop style is explored
fully in this wild variation.

THE SHORTEST VARIATION

This concise statement is short in length and articulation.

THE FUNKISH VARIATION
Based on a jazz-funk groove, this final variation is built from a
couple of motives that are recombined in several ways.
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THE RHYTHM VARIATIONS

THE CHANGES

David Morneau

Stately, in a sincere manner
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HANON'S DISTRACTED VIRTUOSO VARIATION
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[ Here's a little chord progression...

LA J
7 ¢

mp

a

17

20

[ hmmm...fascinating ]



) ———— === = _
S S ERSRETE AT PIRrY. PP S A Prar R J3daa")
Q) V\_/h'\/ﬂ' =—===
mp (sub) — | p —
———

)4 —_— —~ ! 3 . = ? 4
T coih 0 = 7 %

v = \j' \_;. \_/H" ~ —
26

- = |a re 'u/:
& 7 ¢ 7 e e 2 ZP; 77 7 ; i
b

_—
)4 1 L~ ? 3 ' -b < < Lr
| T L e —— i — — S - 7 7

- —— —

[ Here's that progression again, transposed... ]
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KRUPA'S TOCCATA VARIATION
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THE WIND-UP VARIATION
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Denser, as if obscured
by a mist, but not heavy
Moving with purpose
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jbr Anna

THE STRIDE VARIATION

Bursting with joyful energy, manic (J=270)
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THE LIGHT BLUE FUGHETTA VARIATION
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for Erika

THE ILL-TEMPERED VARIATION
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THE MEDITATIVE VARIATION
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BIRD'S STREAM-OF-CONSCIOUSNESS VARIATION

from Charlie Parker's Anthropology
Rushing headlong, frantic (j=140)
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